The American Revolution: American Crisis
Introduction (0:00-8:45)
· September 1776 in Manhattan, New York, the rebel army retreated
· Battle after battle the Americans lost to the redcoats
· At Kips Bay, Harlem Heights, White Plains- only one outpost was left to prevent the total loss of New York: Fort Washington

· From across the Hudson River Washington watched as he continued to lose New York

· Washington’s advisors recommended that Washington and his 3,000 soldiers abandon Fort Washington against 8,000 redcoats in the area
· One of Washington’s most trusted advisors, Nathaniel Greene, convinced Washington that he could hold the fort but he was wrong

· The British unleashed the Hessians at Fort Washington

· The Hessians were German mercenary soldiers- with distinctive metallic oval hats, bright uniforms, and mustaches

· The Hessians were often forced into military service and received extensive training.  They were also often picked from the lowest ranks of society and had different ethical beliefs
· The Hessians typically took what they wanted and desired prizes in battle

· Within a few hours, Fort Washington fell to the British and Hessians and laid down their arms

· The British soon realized they were facing a rag tag army of young men

· Molly Corbin stood by her dead husband’s body at Fort Washington, taking over after the cannon when her husband was killed

· Half of the Continental army fell at Fort Washington- many Colonists wondered whether they could win

· People also began to question whether Washington was the right leader

· Washington’s own generals began to question his authority including General Charles Lee

Retreat From New York (8:45-17:55)
· November 1776, George Washington’s army was in full retreat across  New Jersey to regroup after losing New York
· The British were not prepared for large quantities of prisoners of war- they turned to Sugar Huts and Prisoner of War Ships (decommissioned warships) where disease and starvation were common
· Dozens of men died each day and were buried in the sands of Long Island

· To the British, the prisoners were traitors and would be left to rot

· General Charles Lee set up a secret scheme against Washington to gain the commander job.

· Lee was an arrogant slob and all he wanted was glory. He learned to fight with the British and was a highly qualified military personality.  He left the British because he was passed over for a promotion.
· In late November 1776, Lee and Washington led separate regiments through New Jersey

· Joseph Reed and Charles Lee communicated by letter regarding Lee’s proposal to the Continental Congress to take over the army, but Washington intercepted the letter by accident (he did nothing about it and let it pass).

· Washington realized that his power was weakening and people were doubting him

· The British saw the weakness of the Colonists and offered a proclamation- anyone who vowed loyalty to the British would be forgiven of their indiscretions

Lee vs. Washington (17:55-24:34)
· December 1776- the British were gaining control of New Jersey
· The population was unwilling to supply them with food and provisions, so they turned to taking whatever they wanted from the people- food, animals, clothes, etc.
· The Hessians also joined them and tore through the countryside- torture, rape, murder

· The Patriot newspapers saw the actions of the British and especially Hessians as a chance to boost support of their cause through propaganda

· Patriots and loyalists began taking up arms against one another

· Washington sensed the mounting chaos and it seemed that people lost sight of the aims of the Revolution

· Washington turned his focus on building a defense for Philadelphia but he needed Lee’s troops that were 50 miles away

· Lee refused to join the main army despite Washington’s requests

· December 13, 1776 at Basking Ridge, New Jersey- Lee stopped his retreat and stayed at a local tavern.  While there, British scouts tracked him and arrested him while eating in the tavern in his bathrobe.

· In London they believed that the arrest of Lee was the thing that they needed to win the war since he was the only officer to be feared

Occupation of New Jersey (24:34-32:47)
· New Jersey- who to side with- the fleeing colonials or the occupying redcoats?
· At winter, both sides retreated.  The British occupied more of New Jersey by spreading smaller regiments throughout the land.
· The Continental Army moved back into Pennsylvania to protect Philadelphia

· In December 1776, faith in the revolution was falling and many soldiers decided it was time to go home

· Thomas Paine joined Washington’s army as a war correspondent and realized that he needed to do something to save the cause.

· Paine wrote another essay in ten days that declared that “these are the times that try men’s souls” that was read to the troops to inspire them and the citizens towards the cause called “American Crisis”

· In Philadelphia, people began to flee because they didn’t think Washington could defend the city, including the Congress (which headed to Baltimore)

· American Crisis did the job to re-inspire those who were losing faith in Washington and the cause

· Washington also realized that he needed to shift tactics. It wasn’t going to be about winning on the battlefield, but just not losing it there.  He needed to keep the army together and have the people keep faith in them.
· Things were not great for the British either. Howe’s troops in New Jersey were now spread very thin and people in London were wondering why the war was not over yet.

· Howe’s army dug in for the winter and Hessians were placed at key places along the Delaware River at places like Trenton and Burlington

· Colonel Johann Rall was the commander of the Hessians at Trenton

· On December 24, 1775 Rall was waiting for reinforcements led by Dunlop during the blizzard- but they stopped in Mount Holly, New Jersey (20 miles away) so Dunlop could spend the night with a beautiful young widow (the identity of this hero was never discovered)

· Washington realized that this was his opportunity for a quick victory  

Crossing the Delaware (32:47-44:46)
· In December 1776, faith in Washington was declining, the army had only 5,000 men, and Washington realized he needed a victory drastically
· Washington decided to strike the enemy at Trenton on Christmas Day in 1776 and take the offensive
· Washington had American Crisis read aloud to his troops and then began to cross the Delaware River into New Jersey

· His men had to cross a nearly frozen river in the darkness of night and take the enemy by surprise

· This would also be the first time Washington would personally lead his troops into battle and he realized that if he failed his command was over and probably the war was as well

· At 11pm on Christmas night Washington and his troops began to ferry across the river in the bitter cold (he would definitely not have stood up as the paintings show), high wind, snow, and strong currents
· The crossing took almost all night. At 5am his men finally arrived across the river and marched towards Trenton. Everything depended on speed and stealth.

· Washington’s new method of fighting was surprise attacks and quick retreats.  He changed the rules of war

· At 8am Washington reached Trenton and caught the Hessians off guard.  The Hessians quickly jumped into action but it was too late.

· The Hessians found fierce fighting Continentals unlike any they had previously seen.  The Hessians did not stand a chance because they were not reinforced and caught off guard.  The battle was fierce but only lasted 1 hour before it was over.

· Hessian commander Rall was shot and died.  His men surrendered.

· With the win, the Continental Army was back and Washington was the undisputed leader.  The victory at Trenton was critical at a time when people were losing faith.

· Washington’s final challenge of 1776 was that he was about to lose his enlistments on December 31, 1776.  He thanked his men for their commitment and asked them to reenlist. Washington promised an additional $10 pay for anyone who would reenlist (one month’s pay).  Soon men started stepping forward to stay.

· About half of the men stayed (although Washington did not have the money- he wrote to Congress requesting it) and new recruits joined after hearing about the victory at Trenton.

· Washington saved the Revolution but the biggest battles had yet to come. 
